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As we get started: 
  
• Our guidance for living in our culture comes from the Bible. 
• Christianity is being marginalized in society. Could it be that God is using what is happening in 

the world to awaken us as believers, to galvanize our faith and make us more dependent 
upon the Lord? 

• We need to see this time in history as an opportunity to engage the culture and help people 
find their way to the truth. 

• We live in a time period that could be noted as the “death of truth.” Objective truth is under 
attack and relativism, seen in the rejection of moral absolutes and the rise of subjectivism, 
is the way of our culture today. 

  
** Thoughts regarding subjectivism: 

  
1) It does not work in the real world 
  
• Who or what guides us in decision-making if we hold opposing viewpoints? Society, one 

person, politicians? With no absolutes we eventually have moral chaos. That is why we have 
laws. 

• If my subjective viewpoints are the rule of the day, then those become objective because they 
are the final say. 

  
2) It is tied to a wrong view of tolerance 
  
• Emotions often drive the discussion when people disagree, and those who talk about people 

being tolerant are not. 
• In our world, tolerance seems to mean Christians are to be quiet. 
• The original concept behind the idea of tolerance was allowing differing viewpoints whether 

we agreed with them or not. Done right, it would lead to deeper discussions about different 
views.  

  



 

3) We as Christians need to know why we believe what we do 
  
• The issue is whether there is a God or not. Not just any God, the right God. It is a battle of 

belief systems. 
• God is truth (Jn. 17:3). Can we define truth and explain it? 
• If truth is embodied in God, it is reliable and accurate. We must  know why the Bible can be 

trusted and explain what we believe. 
 Three Practical Helps For Swimming Upstream 

The goal is not to win the culture wars. 

• We are not at war with a culture. The battle is spiritual. Our goal is to live for Christ and share 
the Gospel. See Rom. 1:18-32; Rom. 2:12-16; Eph. 2. See also Rom. 3; Rom. 5. 

• We must guard against an “us vs. them” mentality. 
• We need to ask questions, to understand why people think as they do, with the goal to 

converse them about Christ. 
• When people change, society can change. 
• We should be involved in the political system but Washington D.C. and politics do not hold the 

answer to our problems. 
• Be aware of issues. Work within the system to change things but the ultimate goal to changing 

culture is Christ changing lives. 
• We cannot expect people who don’t know Jesus to act like they do know Him. We are 

challenged to live for Him (Titus 3:3-7). 
• We need to fulfill the Great Commission (Mt. 28:18-20). 

  
If we think that we are not at home at times, well, we aren’t. 

• Heaven is to be our eternal home, but we have been left here with a job to do (Mt. 5:13-16). 
That should be our focus. 

• Phil. 3:10-21 helps us keep things in perspective. 
• In Phil. 1:20-26 Paul reminded his readers why it is important that we touch the lives of people. 
• Point: People need the Lord. Christians need encouragement to grow together and a broken 

world needs hope. Our focus is to be on people. We live in a world that has a different value 
system than we do as Christians. 

  
Do not allow culture to dictate our actions. 

• We know that some people will not like what we stand for. We still need to speak up regardless 
of the opposition against us. 



 

• In Jn. 15 Jesus noted how the world may hate His followers just as they had hated Him. That 
does not excuse us living for Him. 

• Point: To be used by God, we must be willing to engage with those around us who we may 
not agree with. We cannot close our eyes and ears to the reality of what is happening. Make 
a decision to do what is right and not be dictated by what others think. 

• Point: To live a Christ-centered life we must be humble, totally dependent upon Christ (Mt. 
5:3). 

  

 
Living for Christ in our culture requires us being grounded 

in what we believe so that we can share truth with others. 


