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Jesus On Trial: 
  

· We see, in the trial of Jesus, the deep hatred the religious leaders had for Christ. 
· The Jews had rules and regulations that governed trials. These had been written and passed down in Judaism.  

  
** There were at least 18 mistrials, or mishandlings, as Jesus was being judged that night. Here are just five: 
  
  1) A trial, which had to be led by a religious group, the Sanhedrin, could not be held on the Sabbath or on the eve 
of a festival day. 
  
  2) Trials were not to be held at night, but during the day, and were to be public in the Temple, not in someone’s 
home. 
  
  3) The bribing of witnesses or giving a false testimony was forbidden. The religious leaders looked for those who lie 
about Christ (Mt. 26:59-61). It took two witnesses perfectly aligned in their statements (Deut. 17:6-7; Deut. 19:15-
20; Mk. 14:55-59). 
  
  4) Witnesses for the prosecution were to be cross-examined. 
  
  5) An accused person could not testify against themselves. The leaders of the religious group put Jesus under oath 
and asked Him a question that He responded to (Mt. 26:62-68). 
  

· Anger and hate blinded the religious leaders. These things can do this to anyone. People can act irrational when 
mad. The religious leaders disregarded their own laws. That is why Paul tells us we need to forgive (Eph. 4:30-
32). 

· The pressure mounted on Pilate and the others to find Jesus guilty because only Pilate had the authority to put 
someone to death. 

· Note Jn. 18:28 and the hypocrisy of the religious leaders. 
· Pilate could have released Jesus for he found Christ innocent (Lk. 23:13-25; Jn. 18:33-38). Politics meant more to 

Pilate than truth. 
· Pilate gave the people a choice to release Jesus or Barabbas. The crowd chose the criminal, and Pilate caved (Mt. 

27:24-26). Pilate gave Jesus over to be crucified (Mt. 27:27-44). 
 

Four Things We Can Learn From The Trials 

Don’t let religion get in the way of a relationship. 

· Religion, with its rules and regulations, can keep us from knowing God in a close relationship. 
· We do the religious “stuff” but God wants a changed heart. 



 

· The religious leaders, for the most part, were dead inside (Mt. 23). 
· Practical: Religion and a relationship with God are two different things. We need a personal, growing walk with 

God to live a holy and joy-filled life. Be in the Word, pray, fellowship, and serve. 
  

Don’t let emotions get in the way. 

· We see in the religious leaders their hatred of Jesus. 
· Emotions can get us off track and blind us to being objective. 
· Think before deciding. Look at the facts, and see if the Bible has anything to say on our situation directly or by 

principle. 
· Practical: When we come to the Lord in humility seeking His guidance, more often than not our decisions will be 

right. 
  
Don’t let our attitudes get in the way. 

· The religious leaders felt threatened by Jesus because their hold on the people was changing. They were losing 
control. 

· Jesus wants absolute control of our lives and He will take care of us and give us a great life (Jn. 10:10). 
· Pilate was fearful and worried about his political position. He backed down under pressure. 
· We, as Christians, have the Holy Spirit living in us and He will help us do the right thing no matter the pressure. 

  
Don’t understate forgiveness. 

· Note Lk. 23:34. Jesus said the words of this verse more than once. 
· We are completely forgiven (Eph. 1:7; Rom. 4:6-8; Rom. 12:1-2). 
· The religious leaders who mocked Christ could be forgiven (Lk. 23:35). See Acts 6:7 where religious leaders 

became Christians. 
· Practical: Take a moment to thank God for complete forgiveness. 

  
** Three things about forgiveness: (1) God has forgiven us a debt we could not pay (Lk. 23:34); (2) When we 
understand that God forgives completely, it changes how we deal with sin; (3) Don’t live in guilt. 
 
 
  Do not let religion or other things get in the way of  

experiencing all that Easter brings, including forgiveness. 


