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Getting Started: 

 Paul wants to encourage the believers on Crete to live what they now are, not what they may have been or 

had been labeled to be, even if the label was wrong - lazy, evil, etc. 

  

Living Grace Before Others - Titus 3:1-7 

Grace helps us be good citizens - vs. 1 

 Vs. 1 tells us we are to be “submissive” to the government. 

 The Roman government was not easy to fall in line with. We are to be law-abiding citizens. 

 The people of Crete were not known for being good citizens in their communities so Paul encourages the 

Christians to choose to be an influence by being submissive to the laws and authorities. 

 Christians are to submit to the laws of the land. Some issues are moral and spiritual, not political, and we must 

speak out and try to change things (ex: abortion, euthanasia). 

 Unless we are asked to do something that goes against Biblical principles, we are to obey the laws. 

 Being a good citizen can give us an opportunity to share our faith. 

 Practical: Obey the laws unless they go against Biblical teaching. We may have to make a stand and not 

follow them. Determine from Scripture what is to be opposed and, remember, if it does not go against the 

Bible, be good citizens. 

  

Grace helps us reflect Jesus - vs. 2 

 The first thing we see is we are not to “speak evil” of someone. This is the word “slander.”  

 Remember, slander is when we say things to destroy someone’s character, insulting them to others. I believe 

gossip and slander are tied to arrogance. In some way, when we do these things, we are looking down at 

others.  

 Practical: If we do this, we need to stop. With God’s help, we can change this in our lives. We should help 

others, not try to destroy them. Do not listen to people who slander or gossip. Walk away. Tell them they 

are wrong. To get at the heart of things, take them to the person they are talking about and get the facts.  

  

 A second thing is we need to “avoid quarreling.” The word has the idea of being “contentious.” Some people 

look for arguments, and others cause issues and stir things up. 

 Practical: Do not be a problem-maker. We need to be careful in what we say. Do not be a person who thinks 

their opinion is what matters and needs to be done. Choose to not cause division, issues and disunity. We 

are to stand for truth and when tension arises because we have, and done it right, God will honor that. 

 Third, be gentle and courteous toward others (vs. 2). Be fair to all and show patience and consideration to 

others. It takes humility to do this. How we live reflects on Christ. 

 Practical: Spend time thinking about what God has done for us. We have eternal life, victory over sin’s power, 

and security in Jesus. 

  



 

 Grace helps us move beyond our past - vss. 3-7 

 God helps us deal with issues in our lives, past and present. 

 Some people have a difficult time letting go of the past. Things they have done and in some cases, have been 

done to them, leave scars that need the healing touch of God. 

 Vs. 3 mentions some things that could have been true of anyone. If these things are true of someone, there 

is not joy or contentment, and there is a search for peace and purpose. 

 Paul reminds us that vs. 3 is our past, not who we are now in Christ (1 Cor. 6:9-11; Col. 4:17-24). We may 

sin, but it is not our identity. Christ is our life (Col. 3:1-4). We have been and are being changed by Christ. 

 Titus 3:4-7 tells us of the salvation that we have in Christ. 

 Phil. 3:12-14 helps us see that we do not have to be held down by the past. Note the word “forgetting” in Phil. 

3:13. 

 Titus 3:4 points to Christ appearing, coming to earth to fix the sin problem. Salvation is the work of God. 

 We are spiritually cleansed by the Holy Spirit (vs. 5). We cannot earn our salvation. Regeneration describes 

the new life given to us by God, a radical change for the better (vs. 5). 

 We are renewed by the Spirit and are being renewed (vs. 5). We have the Spirit living within us (vs. 6) and 

are made right with God. 

 Practical: Think about what God says about His children - a new creation, forgiven, loved. God has forgotten 

our past and wiped it clean. Do not let the past define us and do not allow others to use our past against 

us. Live who we are as followers of Jesus. 

 

 

  

  

Allow God’s grace to guide our lives. Do not let the 
past control us. Live who we are as followers of Jesus. 


