
 

Grace Guards Us 
Series: Grace Does Good – A Study in Titus 

Pastor Scott Reeve 
January 6th, 2019 

 

Getting Started: 

• Historically, God’s church has dealt with issues of belief that caused tension while at the same time helping to 
solidify what Christianity believed. This led to some of the early church creeds. 

• Some of those discussion points revolved around baptism and its place in our lives; the Trinity (One God, 
Three Persons); the Person of Jesus, the God-Man. 

• What we believe does matter. Our lifestyle often follows our beliefs and our moral compass is based on what 
we believe about life. 

• Everyone has a worldview. This is the lens by which we see things around us. It is how we view life, answer 
questions and issues, etc. 

• It is important to remember as we look at Titus 1:10-16, that to reach people needing Jesus, we have to be 
around them. This does not mean we get caught up in their thinking, but if we can, we need to be a positive 
influence. 

  
How To Handle Wrong Teaching  

Watch out for certain characteristics - Titus 1:10; Titus 1:16 

• The first characteristic is seen in the word “insubordinate” in vs. 10 and it means “disobedient, unruly, cannot 
be controlled.”  

• This describes someone who does not like authority, who refuses to listen to others and does not want to be 
accountable at all. 

• Christians can get this way. They wreak havoc in the church. They cause division instead of working toward 
unity. Their “way” is the way to do things and they will cause issues to make sure things go as they want 
them to. 

• Practical: As believers, we are to be submitted to God and His order of things. Serving others, putting others 
first,  
and recognizing that we do need each other helps us to not get this attitude. 

• The second characteristic is seen in the phrase “empty talkers.” It describes a person who “utters empty, 
senseless things.” 

• This person talks and does nothing. They may brag about who they or someone else knows or brag about 
who they are. 

• They think they have great insights about a problem but offer no solutions. They tell you what they think 
because it makes them feel good. 

  

• This does not mean people should not make suggestions. Most people who make suggestions, even if 
what they mention is not done, they still pitch in and serve. 

• The issue is how someone responds when things may not go their way or how they think something 
should. 

• Note Titus 1:12 and the quote about the people in Crete. 



 

• The third characteristic is seen in vs. 16. Paul notes there are those who will claim to know God but 
their life does not line up with their words. The words used in vs. 16 to describe these fake followers 
of Jesus are pretty strong. 

• Practical: Our lives must line up with Scripture.   
  
If we must, confront in the right way - Titus 1:11; Titus 1:13 

** Two things to think about when determining to confront: 

(1) We must determine the importance of the situation (vs. 11).  

• The word “silenced” in vs. 11 means “to stop the mouth, reduce to silence.” It is used in connection with 
putting a bit in a horse’s mouth or a gag over someone’s mouth. 

• Some things we can differ and it not be a big deal unless it causes division with the church. If it does, it 
must be dealt with. 

• If someone, by what they say and do, are leading people away from the truth, we must speak up. 
• When we do say something, do so in a God-honoring way. 

  
(2) Rebuke when necessary (vs. 13).  

• We are to “rebuke them sharply. The word “rebuke” carries the idea that we want to help the person. 
The word “sharply” can also be translated “severely.” Sometimes grace requires us to be firm when 
confronting.  

• Gal. 6:1-2 has been noted often. It reminds us to confront with an attitude of humility.  
• Grace confronts because grace cares. We want to see people who are teaching things that are 

destructive understand the truth, and we need to protect people from false teaching and wrong living.  
• We may lose a friendship or relationship when we do this. It may lead to a firestorm, but if we are doing 

the right thing, that is the key. It may not make everyone happy. The goal is to help others. 
  

 


