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Some information to get us started: 

• Sometimes, it is easy to get caught up in the singing of a song and not note the lyrics. 
We know the words, but sometimes we may not think about them and what they 
mean. 

• “Hark, the Herald Angels Sing” was originally written as a poem by Charles Wesley in 
1739.  

• There have been edits that have happened to the original poem. None of those 
changed the theological meaning, but attempted to clarify some of the words that 
were in the original. 

• The current tune to the song was composed by Mendelssohn in 1840 as part of a 
Cantata commemorating the Gutenberg printing press. He wanted it to be strictly 
secular with no religious overtone. 

• In 1856 William Cummings joined the music of Mendelssohn to the lyrics of Charles 
Wesley and gave us in reality what we have today. 

• One way some people try to put God in a box is what they think about the Virgin birth 
of Christ. Because it is “unexplainable” they have come up with ways to explain His 
birth. 

• The Virgin Birth has been a central teaching of the Christian church since the earliest 
centuries as seen in the early creeds. 

  
Lessons From A Christmas Song 

God makes us acceptable to Him - “God and sinners reconciled” 

• Reconciliation is the idea of restoring a relationship. 
• Biblically speaking, this reconciliation is done by God reaching down to us to restore 

the broken relationship we had with Him because of our sin. He took the steps to fix 
things. His grace and mercy are seen in restoring to a right standing before Him. 

• Rom. 3:10-23 tells us about our spiritual condition without God in our lives. 
• Rom. 3:21-31 shows that God stepped in to make us right with Him and bring us into 

that reconciled relationship. Vs. 24 tells us that we are justified (made right before 
God) through Christ. 

• Rom. 5:8 tells us that while we sinners, Christ died for us. The word “showed” in vs. 8 



 

reminds us that God is still letting us know of His love for all through the death of 
Christ and His resurrection. 

  

** Three things to take from this point: 

(1) Reconciliation covers everything about being a Christian. We are made a new person 
(2 Cor. 5:17) and our lives change (Rom. 6-8). 
(2) Nothing can separate us from God’s love (Rom. 8:31-39) and His love is put in our 
hearts (Rom. 5:5). 
(3) We are to share this message with others (2 Cor. 5:17-21).  

  
Jesus identifies with us - “Veiled in flesh the Godhead see” 

• Jesus was “God with us” (Mt. 1:23). He showed us what God was like (Jn. 14:9). He 
was born of a virgin (Mt. 1:23; Isa. 7:14). 

• Jesus was fully God and fully man, yet without sin (1 Jn. 3:5). 
• He is eternal (Jn. 1:1-2); All-knowing (Jn. 2:25); All-powerful (Mt. 28:18); and forgave 

sins, which only God could do (Mk. 2:5-10). 
• He wept at the tomb of Lazarus (Jn. 11:35); He showed mercy and compassion (Mt. 

9:36). He is the God-Man. 
  
** Two things to take from this point: 

(1) God understands everything in our lives. We see this in Isa. 53. He experienced pain 
and rejection (Jn. 1:10-11). Jesus lived a joyful life. God knows what we go through and 
He is there for us. 
(2) God offers us salvation and shows us how to live (Mt. 5-7). 

  
God’s promises hold true - “Second Adam from above, reinstate…” 

• In Gen. 3:15 God made a promise to deal with sin and the enemy of our spiritual lives. 
This verse speaks of a future Messiah. 

• Our enemy is looking to ruin us (1 Peter 5:8) and God is aware of that, and gives us 
the strength to live a Christ-honoring life. 

• The resurrection of Christ was the final conquering of sin. 
• Christ was and is victorious over sin and the enemy (Col. 2:14-15; 1 Jn. 3:8; Heb. 

2:14).  
• Our old life is also dead, we are new in Christ (Rom. 6). 
• 1 Cor. 15 tells us that as Christ was resurrected from the dead, we can have a 

relationship with God because of Jesus. 



 

  
** Two things to take from this point: 

(1) In Christ, we have victory over sin and the enemy (Gen. 3:15). 
(2) Every believer alive today will one day be reunited with loved ones who have gone 
on to heaven because of the resurrection of Christ. 

  

 
When singing, notice the lyrics to the songs. They offer  

Biblical insights that in many cases are practical. 


