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Getting Our Bearings: 

• The Christmas story extends beyond the manger. It covers the life of the God-Man, Jesus. The story of His 
life and all that He did goes beyond what we read in the Gospels (Jn. 20:30-31). 

• God has made Himself known to us through the Bible and in the life of Jesus Christ (Jn. 14). To see Jesus 
was to see the Father. 

• Some people try to fit God into a box. The things we discover about God, as seen in the Bible, can help us to 
stop trying to box God in and attempting to mold Him into the image we want Him to be. 

• One way some people try to put God in a box is what they think about the Virgin birth of Christ. Because it is 
“unexplainable,” they have come up with ways to explain His birth. 

• The Virgin Birth has been a central teaching of the Christian church since the earliest centuries, as seen in 
the early creeds. 

  
** Four things to keep in mind as we continue: 
  
  1) There are people who give Christianity a wide space, but have not totally disconnected with the idea that 
Christmas could be real. They are spiritual “borderlanders.” They have not put God into their box. 
  2) Christmas challenges people’s views about God. Even believers may limit God in their thinking because 
unanswered prayer, financial issues, lost jobs, etc. We may lose the wonder of how awesome God is. 
  3) Some people try to take God apart so He fits into their idea of what He should be like. For example, some 
see Him as a vending machine. 
  4) We have to guard against thinking that since God has not done some “big” miracle, is He no longer doing 
them. 
  
** Illustration - Breaking down the “God box” 
  
• The religious leaders boxed God in by what they taught. 
• They had a faulty view of the Sabbath, a sacred day in Israel. They did not like the fact that Jesus was 

“working” on the  
Sabbath. 

• Jesus healed a  man’s hand on the Sabbath (Mt. 12:9-14; Mk. 3:1-6; Lk. 6:6-11).  
• The religious leaders tried to trap Jesus and note His response (Mt. 12:10-11). Their response grieved Christ 

(Mk. 3:5). 
• God was not limited by the religious leaders’ “God box.” 
  

Sharing Christ At Christmas - Reconfiguring The Box 

Be real - don’t wear religious masks 

• We are not to compromise our beliefs. Be careful judging the lost world around us.  Show grace and 
compassion. 



 

• Note Mt. 23:3-8. Jesus told the people to “do” (act rightly) and “observe” (attend to carefully) what the religious 
leaders said that was right on. But do not live like they did. 

• Mt. 23:3 is clear that belief and how we live are inseparable. 
• “Borderlanders” will see phony spirituality. In saying that, it must be noted that Christians are not perfect, nor 

should people expect them to be. Most believers do not purpose to live as hypocrites. 
• Mt. 23:4-8 reminds us not to wave our spirituality in the face of others. Vs. 5 says the Pharisees did things for 

public show. 
• Practical: Be real and be open about why we live as we do. By how we treat others, we may have the chance 

to share why we make the choices we do. 
  
Serve those on the spiritual border 

• Serve those within the church (Gal. 6:9) as well as those outside the walls. We do not serve just so we can 
preach.  

• We serve because that is what we, as followers of Christ, are to do. Note Jesus’ words in Mt. 23:11-12. The 
Pharisees would serve to be seen by others. 

• Practical: Be looking for those opportunities to touch a life, even in a simple way. 
  
Practice the Jesus way 

• In Mt. 23:23 Jesus reveals His heart. The things He states here will help us reach those on the spiritual 
borderlands. 

  
** The three practices of the Jesus way: 
  
  1) Fairness (justice). Treat people fairly across the board.  
  
  2) Mercy. Showing kindness and compassion can reach a life. We see a need and do our best to help meet it, 
if possible. 
  
  3) Faithfulness. We are to be people who do what we say. We can be relied upon. We keep our promises. We 
live with integrity.  
  

 
 

 

Live in such a way that others may want to 

know about the God we serve and follow. 


