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Getting Started: 

• The story found in Mt. 2:1-12 is a pivotal part of Christmas.  
• The world was looking for a Savior, a deliverer. Rome, as powerful as it was, offered no hope. False gods and 

immorality ruled the empire. 
  
** Let’s meet the wise men: 
  
• First, The word for “magi” or wise men (vs. 2) has been translated various ways. We do not know for sure 

what it means. That is why we do not know exactly who these men were or what they did. 
• The God of the Bible was most likely not worshipped in their land. 
• Second, there was likely more than three who came to Jerusalem. They would have probably come in a 

caravan. Traveling in groups for protection and also, supplies, would have made this the most likely way 
they traveled. They may have ridden Arabian stallions. 

• Third, they came “from the east” (vs. 1), and many believe that they began their journey near ancient 
Babylon. They were most likely men of nobility. 

• Fourth, some think they may have been of Jewish descent and may have studied ancient documents about 
the future Messiah (Isa. 53). They may have received a special message from God. 

  
Lessons From The Wise Men 

 Let nothing stand in the way of knowing Christ 
  
** There are things that can keep us from enjoying Christmas: 

   
  1) Religion. These men made knowing God more important than what they had believed about Him. People 
stumble over Jesus (Jn. 14:6). Christians can be religious and go through the motions and miss out.  
  
  2) Excuses. These men had to travel 1500-1700 miles to see Christ and they did not allow distance to stop 
them from making the trip. 
  
  3) What people might think. They would be gone for a long time and maybe some in their homeland saw this 
as a foolish journey. 
  

• Practical: Are we simply going through the motions? If we are, do what we need to and get back on track. No 
more excuses, make a decision to be “all in” this Christmas. Do not allow what others think to stop us from 
knowing God. 

  
Never stop learning 

• These wise men sought more than knowledge. I believe they were looking for answers that would change 
their lives. 



 

• You do not travel 1500-1700 miles unless what you sought could impact your life.  
• Mt. 2:2 tells us they were looking for “the king of the Jews” so they could “worship” Him. They told Herod why 

they were there.  
• Practical: Never be satisfied with our spiritual life. Keep learning and applying God’s Word to our life. Be a 

lifelong student. 
  
Think about the wonders of Christmas 

• Forgive if we need to. Show grace and compassion, just as God has shown us. Reach out to someone God 
puts on our heart. 

• When the wise men came to Herod and were told of the location of the baby Jesus, the religious leaders did 
not even bother to go and find out if the Messiah had been born (Mt. 2:3-6). 

• Herod and the people of Jerusalem were “troubled” (vs. 3) by the words of the wise men. The wise men were 
inquiring about Jesus. 

• Practical: Think of all the wonderful things God has done for us. Do not allow bitterness, frustration, or other 
things to take our minds off of the wonders of what God has done in our lives. 

  
See God in everyday life 

• Sometimes, we look for some great miracle so that God will show Himself to us.  
• Think about the everyday facts of: God cares for us (Mt. 6:25-34); God loves us and nothing separates us 

from that love (Rom. 8). Think of our kids, grandkids, family and all that God does for us. 
• When the wise men arrive in Bethlehem, Jesus is in a house with Joseph and Mary (vs. 11). The wise men 

had been led by a star. 
• When these men saw the star they rejoiced (vs. 10). 
• These men ‘fell down” (vs. 11) and worshipped the Savior. They were face down before the King of all 

creation. 
• Practical: See God in how He hears prayer, changes lives. 

  

 
If necessary, renew our commitment to Christ. Never 

stop learning and see God at work in all things. 


