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Getting started: 

• We are finishing our look at the Oakridge mission statement - “Love God, Love People, Love Serving.” 

• The statement is a corporate statement. Each part is interrelated and woven together, describing who we are as a 
church. 

• Serving covers so many areas. From helping a neighbor, to giving an ear to help someone, to encouraging, to working 
in the church, we are to use our gifts to “live Jesus” to the world around us. 

• We are to have the servant mind of Christ (Phil. 2; Mk. 10:45). 

• As we look at spiritual gifts this morning, there is something we need to keep in mind. Though situations and 
circumstances may change in our lives, we never lose the gifts God has given to us. 

• God wants us to serve in areas that we have an interest, a passion for. At times we have to re-invent ourselves in serving 
because of things that may have changed in our lives. 

  
Serving as God leads - 1 Corinthians 12 

There are different gifts (vs. 4) 
  
• There are a variety of gifts, given to us by the Holy Spirit. 

• The word for “gifts” is the word “charisma” which means “a gift of grace; a favor which we receive without merit of our 
own.” 

• Practical for Individuals: The church can be likened to a puzzle. We as individuals are a piece to that puzzle and are 
needed to make the puzzle complete. That means discovering our gifts and serving God with them. 

• Practical For Churches: Help people discover how God has wired them and then provide opportunities to serve. 
  

God chooses the gifts we receive (vs. 11) 
  
• Several gifts are listed in 1 Cor. 12:8-10, and then vs. 11 reminds us that the Holy Spirit gives spiritual gifts according to 

His “will” or “purpose.” There is no place for jealousy, rivalry or pride. 
• Practical for individuals: When we discover our gifts, be thankful for how God has wired us. He knows what He is doing. 

• Practical for churches: Help align people to their areas of interest and where they can best use the gifts God has given 
them. That is our goal here at Oakridge. 

 We and our gifts are needed in the church (vs. 7) 
  
• The word “manifestation” means to “make something evident or obvious.” The point in this verse is that when 

we serve God we are showing God’s presence and work in the world. 
• The phrase “common good” means that as we serve it profits the church and God’s kingdom. We help each other 

by using our gifts. 
• We can use our gifts outside the church as well as within the church but we are to be building God’s kingdom as 

we do. I think we are to serve both in the world and within the community of believers God has placed us in. 
That is 1 Cor. 12. 



 

• Practical for individuals: We must be intentional about finding our place. We need to ask questions - what are 
our gifts? What are things that interest us? What abilities do we have? 

• Practical for churches: We must allow people to discover where they best fit without making someone feel like 
a failure if they change ministries. Encourage freedom to find out where they fit. 

  
We all have at least one main gift (vs. 7) 

  
• Everyone has at least one main, or dominant gift. At times, we find we may have more than one, but we do not 

have all of them. 
• 1 Peter 4:10 tells us that we have received a gift and that we are to serve one another and be good stewards of 

the gifts we have. 
• Note: Every gift can be misused or has weaknesses. The person with the gift of knowledge can get proud of what 

they know. The evangelist gets frustrated because not everyone is doing what they are. The gift of helps won’t 
say “no”. 

  
The church is only as healthy as the people involved (vs. 27) 

  
• Vs. 27 tells us that we are all members of the body of Christ. Paul likens the church in vss. 12-26 to a physical 

body. 
• There are many members to each body (vss. 12-14). We need all of the body, both physical and spiritual, to 

function. Everyone is important (vss. 18-20). There is to be no division (vs. 25). 
• Practical for individuals: Serve in areas we enjoy.  Get involved. Live for Christ. Make that our focus. Serving is a 

sign of growing and a natural outflow of our walk with God. 
• Practical for churches: We cannot do everything. What we do we are to do to the best of our abilities. We are 

not here to compete. 
  

 
Use our spiritual gifts, interests and abilities to serve the 

world and the church. We do make a difference. 


