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Getting started: 

• We are continuing our look at the Oakridge mission statement - “Love God, Love People, Love Serving.” 
• The statement is a corporate statement. Each part is interrelated and woven together, describing who we are as 

a church. 
• Mt. 22:34-40 gives us “The Great Commandment.” 
• It can be a challenge to love people. Some people are easier than others. It involves investing in lives, even difficult 

people. 
  

How We Love People 

Review - Pray and reach out to everyone 
  
• In Mt. 5:43-48, Jesus gives us insights on loving difficult people. 
• Lev. 19:18 tells us to also love our neighbor, but the religious elite in Israel said that referred only to Jews. These 

individuals reinterpreted certain Scriptures to support their view. 
• Ex. 23:4-5 told Israel to help their enemies in certain situations and Pro. 25:21-22 tells us to feed our enemy. 
• Jesus is not saying we have to accept someone’s conduct or be doormats. We are not to retaliate.  
• Some translations add that we are to “bless” and “do good” to difficult people. 
• The word “love” in Mt. 5:44 is the word agape, a giving type of love that expects nothing in return. 
• Practical for Individuals: We are to pray, bless, and do good to all people that we encounter. 
• Practical For Churches: We cannot pick and choose who we want to minister to. Our job is to reach people with 

the Gospel. 
  

Review - Live as if the world depended upon us 
  
• In Mt. 5:13-16 tells us we are to live as “salt and light.” 
• God wants us to expand our circle of people that we know and talk with. Get to know people outside the Christian 

“bubble” as well as showing the love of Christ to fellow believers. 
• Practical for individuals: Work on our testimony so we can share our story in 2-3 minutes. 
• Practical for Churches: As a church, we must reflect the character of Jesus to all we encounter. People watch us. 

  
Review - Encourage and challenge those who need it 

  

• The following points are taken from 1 Thess. 5:14: 
  
  1) Admonish the idle 
  

• An idle person is one who causes trouble, a disorderly person, a busybody or someone out of line in their speech. 



 

• The word “admonish” means to “instruct, warn.” When we do this we are to also offer instruction that helps the person. 
  
    2) Encourage the fainthearted 
  

• This describes a person who may be worried, discouraged, fearful, lacking in confidence, or sad. The word can describe many 
ideas. 

• The word “encourage” means “to offer helpful advice.” We may have to challenge them or console them. We need to offer 
help from the Scriptures so they can move past these struggles. Stand with them and help them move forward. 

  
    3) Help the weak 
  

• This describes a person who has trouble making right decisions. They may be easily sidetracked. The word is imprecise in its  
meaning. 

• The word “help” means “to aid someone, care for them.” Help meet a need and also teach them how to walk in the Word. 
  
    4) Be patient with everyone 
  

• Being “patient” has the idea of being slow to get angry, bearing other’s offenses. We do not seek revenge. 

• We cannot fly off the handle and cause division. We have to be patient with everyone. This summarizes what Paul has said. 
  

Review - See and meet needs 
  

• Jam. 2:14-17 is one passage that speaks to this. Vs. 15 tells us if we see a need and do not respond to it when we could, and 
we just tell them “have a good day”, and leave it at that, what good is that? We are to meet real needs (Phil. 4:10-20; 1 Jn. 
3:16-19). 

• Practical: We can show the love of God in small ways. A phone call, a card, meeting a need we hear about, praying, giving a 
meal. 

 
Loving people has many practical aspects. Guard against 

picking and choosing who we show God’s love to. 


