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Getting started: 

• We are continuing our look at the Oakridge mission statement - “Love God, Love People, Love Serving.” 
• The statement is a corporate statement. Each part is interrelated and they are woven together, describing who 

we are as a church. 
• We cannot pick and choose what part of this that we are going to live out while ignoring the rest of it. 
• Mt. 22:34-40 gives us “The Great Commandment.” 
• Rom. 5:1-5 tells us that God has put His love in our heart. This love is given to us by the Holy Spirit. This enables 

us to love God. 
  

How We Love God, Part 2 

Review - Keep things good with God 
  
• In Rev. 2-3 we see seven letters written to seven churches located in Asia Minor, present day Turkey. 
• Rev. 2:1-7 is a letter written to the church at Ephesus. In vss. 2-3, Jesus commends the church for their hard work, 

doctrinal purity, and enduring persecution. 
• In Rev. 2:4, Jesus lovingly challenges them. The church had lost their first love. Note the word “abandoned.” Is 

there anything in our lives the Holy Spirit is convicting us about that we need to deal with? At times, churches 
must deal with sin. 

• In Rev. 2:5 Jesus gives the cure when it comes to things in our lives that we need to deal with. 
• Jesus calls us to “repent.” The word, as used a majority of the time in the NT, means a “change of mind which 

leads to a change of conduct.” Jesus tells the church to “remember”, “repent”, and do the “first works.” The 
goal was to regain the fervor for God. 

• This is part of spiritual transformation (Rom. 8:29). We are to live out the character qualities of Gal. 5:22-23. 
Conformity to Christ happens in the good times as well as the challenging times. 

• Practical for Individuals: Deal with whatever God points out in our lives. Make a decision to change and put 
together a plan to help us grow as Christians. Forgive if we need to. Apologize if God puts it on our hearts. Be 
serious and take the steps to change. 

• Practical For Churches: We care for each other, and if needed, we confront in love (Gal. 6:1-2). We teach the 
Word, and that may include issues that are personally tough to listen to. 

  
 Review - Worship God for Who He is 

  
• Worship comes from a word that has the idea of giving God the respect due to Him and His proper place in our 

lives. 
• Worship happens through music, Bible study, prayer. There are many avenues for worship. 
• Worship focuses on God’s glory. It is about Him. We worship to give, not to get. Yes, it should affect us individually 



 

and as a church as we gather together. 
• We acknowledge God for Who He is as Creator (Gen. 1); Savior (Rom. 5); Lord (Lk. 6:46). 
• In Jn. 4:19-24, Jesus dealt with the issue of worship. Worship is not limited to a building. Note Jn. 4:23-24. 

  
** Heb. 10:24-25 - Worshipping together 
  
• We are not talking about being legalistic. We need vacations, and special events happen on some Sundays. Some 

people work. 
• For many across the country who claim to be Christians, church involvement does not seem to be a big deal. 
• The word “consider” (vs. 24) means “to fix one’s mind upon” something. The idea is that of being attentive. 
• The phrase “stir up” (vs. 24) comes from a word that means “to incite, sharpen.” It is not used in a negative sense. 
• We gather to encourage each other, and at times that means when we have to, we challenge others (Gal. 6:1-2). 
• We are to “encourage” each other (vs. 25). Some had gotten in the “habit” (custom) of not gathering with other 

believers. 
• The word “neglecting” (vs. 25) means “to forsake, desert.” It is used by Paul in 2 Tim. 4:10 to describe Demas’ 

actions. 
• Everyone matters. Everyone is important. 
• Practical for Individuals: Focus when we sing, pray, study. Invest ourselves in those around us. Spoken words can 

make a difference in someone’s life. Treat everyone the same. 
• Practical For Churches: When we gather, we must encourage one another. We must make everyone feel 

welcome without putting pressure on others. Teach the Word and allow the Bible to speak to them. Challenge 
when necessary. As we corporately worship, we are drawn into the presence of God. 

  

 
Keep our hearts clean before God and choose to worship 

God as we go through our days. 


