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Getting our bearings: 

• There are many people faithfully serving the Lord that we have never met or heard of. 
They are, we could say, unsung heroes. 

• God has put people in different places, some prominent, to be used to impact the 
culture for Christ. 

  
Lessons From Unsung Heroes 

Being willing is what matters 
  

** Let’s meet Shamgar:  
  
• In Judg. 3:31, we meet Shamgar. All we know about his family is his father’s name, 

Anath. 
• Judg. 5:6 tells us that Shamgar seems to have restored safety for travelers during his 

judgeship. The roads had been unoccupied because of the fear people had of being 
robbed. 

• We read that he killed 600 Philistines with an ox goad. This was an instrument 8-10 
feet in length with a sharp point on one end for directing cattle, and on the other end 
was a chisel-like blade for cleaning a plow. Shamgar may have been a farmer or 
rancher. 

  
** What we learn from this judge:  
  
• God is looking for people willing to serve Him. At times we think we may not be talented 

or gifted enough. 
• Sometimes, we make up excuses so as not to serve - “no time, no abilities, too busy.” 
• It’s not about having all the education, talents, etc. It is about us being available for 

God. 
• Practical: Be willing to serve and do what God leads us to do. 

  
 



 

Be willing to take on tough situations 
  

** Let’s meet Tola: 
  
• Judg. 10:1-2 is where we meet Tola. We read of his family in vs. 1. He was of the tribe 

of Issachar (see 1 Chron. 7:1-2; 12:32). 
• We read that Tola “saved” (delivered) Israel. Judg. 9 tells us that the previous judge 
Israel had made a mess of things. Tola brought stability to Israel and dealt with internal 
issues that had arisen. 
• God may use us to help fix a situation, get things taken care of in situations that may 

be work related, home, etc. 
  
** What we learn from this judge:  
  
• Don’t run from tough situations. Character develops when things are challenging (Jam. 

1:2-4). 
• Ask what we can learn about ourselves from these tough times? 
• Practical: Besides asking what we can learn look for ways to help if possible when a 

tough situation hits. 
  

God will use us, weaknesses and all 

** Let’s meet Jair (Yaw-ere):  
  
• In Judg. 10:3-5, we read of this judge whose name means “whom God enlightens” or 

“enlightener.” 
• He was a Gileadite. Gilead was the name of the great grandson of Joseph, from the 

tribe of Manasseh. This tribe is mentioned in Deborah’s song (Judg. 5:17), but not 
in a good sense. 

• He judged for 22 years. 
• “Havvoth-jair” (vs. 4) describes villages that Jair oversaw at some time. There were 60 

of them and his sons’ were over 30 of them. 
• He was faithful in his judgeship. Sadly, he had many wives which Scripture forbid. The 

donkeys were a sign of wealth. 
  

** What we learn from this judge:  
  
• We all have weaknesses, but we are all “salt and light” (Mt. 5:13-16). We all have 

struggles, spiritual battles, yet God uses us. 



 

• Paul noted his thorn in the flesh in 2 Cor. 12. God knows our weaknesses yet calls us 
to serve Him. 

• Practical: Move forward, finish the race. No one has arrived. Put Phil. 3 into place. 
Forget the past and look to the future. 

  
God looks at our faithfulness, not the amount of our  
accomplishments 
  
• Do not measure what we have done with other people. We just need to do what God 

asks of us. God is asking for faithfulness. 
  

 
We just need to be available for God to use as He leads us. 

Do not run from tough times but learn from them. 


