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Getting our bearings: 

• Judg. 2:16-23 shows the cycle of Israel’s repeated failings. 
• Ps. 106:34-42 may reflect this time in Israel’s history. See Judg. 3:7-8; 3:12; 4:1-4; 6:1; 10:6-7; 13:1. 
• Judg. 2:17 tells us that the people refused to listen (to hear and obey) to the judges and went after 

false gods. 
• Judg. 2:18 shows us the compassion of God. Note the phrase that God was “moved to pity.” The word 

can mean to “repent” but God does not repent as we think of the word.  
• God is consistent in character and changes direction based on how people respond. God heard Israel’s 

cries and in His mercy and grace He heard them. 
• Judg. 2:19-22 tell us how when a judge would pass away, Israel would go back to following false gods. 

Their spirituality was very superficial. 
• In Judg. 3:1-6 we read of some of the nations that Israel allowed their children to marry, which led to 

idolatry. 
  
** Meeting Othniel - Judg. 3:7-11 
  
• In vs. 7 we read that the people chose to forget God. What they did, they did without reservation. 
• Vs. 8 says that God “sold” (gave over) Israel to a king, Cush. He was a wicked, malicious king seen in 

the meaning of his name. 
• Othniel’s name probably means “force of God” or “Lion of God.” 
• Othniel was Caleb’s nephew. Caleb was one of the two spies who believed God would give Israel the 

promised land (Num. 13-14). Othniel had two sons (1 Chron. 4:13). His father’s name was Kenaz and 
we know really nothing about him. 

• Othniel was a military leader, a strong warrior (Josh. 15:19; Judg. 1:11-13). 
• Josephus, the Jewish historian, says that Othniel was an active man, a man of great courage. He 

endeavored to free Israel and gathered men to assist him in doing so. He says that Othniel had a 
small number of men who helped him, but they joined him out of the shame of their present 
situation under their enemy Cush or out of a desire of changing the circumstances they were in. 

 

God At Work When It Seems Hopeless - Things To Remember 

We desperately need God 

• Judg. 3:10 tells us that the Spirit of the Lord was upon Othniel. God gave him the ability to carry out 
the task given him. Note how this judge could do what he did. 



 

  
** Three things for us to note: 
  
• First, without Christ we can do nothing. This is Jn. 15. We must abide in the Lord, staying close to Him. 

We cannot bear fruit, we cannot honor God without the Lord. 
• Second, we must walk in the Spirit. Gal. 5:16-23 tells us that we must ask the Holy Spirit to guide every 

area of our life. 
• Third, We are to serve with the Spirit’s help. God gives us gifts, talents, and abilities to be used for His 

work. God helped Othniel lead the people out of captivity. See 1 Cor. 12 and Eph. 1:13-14. 
  
God does not need superstars to carry out His plan 

• We all count, we are all important (1 Cor. 12). 
• Othniel was a military leader, but Gideon, for example, was not. 
• The issue is our availability and willingness. 
• God wants us to “be” where we are, living on mission for Him. 
• Practical: Never think that our gifts, talents, or abilities do not matter. Step up and serve and live for 

God. 
  
God prepares us in different ways to do what we need to 

• It seems that before Othniel delivered Israel out of captivity, he was already in the role of a judge (Judg. 
3:10). 

• God uses situations in our lives to prepare us for other things. Write down or think about various things 
we have done that have been used by God to prepare us for other things. 

• Othniel’s past battles prepared him for what was ahead. He is not the most well-known judge, but God 
used him to do His work. 

• Don’t hold back, be available for God. 
  
What we do will be noted by others 

• Judg. 3:11 says Othniel judged Israel for 40 years. 
• What we do for God may matter to one, some, or many. 

  
  
  
  
  

God wants us to be open and available. We are all 
given gifts and abilities to be used in His service. 


