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As We Get Started: 

• Some people grow up in homes that are very rigid and controlling. 

• Lk. 2:40 speaks of the childhood of Jesus. Jesus “became strong.” He grew physically 
and spiritually. He had the Holy Spirit in Him, but He still grew up in ways that any 
child does. His parents invested in Him. He had responsibilities as part of the family, 
and His parents cared about His growth.  He was also filled with wisdom.  

Teaching Kids With Grace 

 Grace-based influence requires us to be involved in a child’s life 
  
• As noted, Joseph and Mary were involved in raising Jesus. Christ learned the family 

business and probably went to school. 
• Showing grace does not mean we don’t give guidance. We live grace and show them 

what grace looks like. We help them to know God’s grace. Kids need quality and 
quantity time. 

• Practical: Show kids that they matter. Spend time with them. Be interested in their 
lives. They are a major part of your life. 

  
Grace-based influence means we teach kids to use wisdom 
  
• Wisdom is the practical application of God’s Word to life. 
• Jam. 3:13-18 gives some practical words we can use for teaching kids wisdom. Here 

are three ways to teach wisdom: 
  
  1) Show them from the Bible principles that apply to their situation. 
  
• Show them how to handle a bully at school or to deal with lying and cheating. Talk to 

them about their future (Jam. 4:13-17). 
  
  2) When correcting them, discuss decisions and the results of those. 
  
• Explain when we correct them, why we are doing it (Heb. 12). 



 

  
  3) Allow them to be who they are. 

• Help them develop life skills, how to make decisions, what love is like. Life skills are 
what kids need to help them deal with life. 

  
 • Heb. 5:14 tells us that through “training” (reason of use) one gains a skill. Maturity 

comes by practicing Biblical truth. 
• The word “practice” in vs. 14 means “a habit, a power acquired by use.” As kids learn 

to discern things through God’s Word, they gain wisdom in decision-making and 
they become more skilled at it. 

• Mistakes will be made. Sometimes discipline is needed, other times not. 
• Practical: Use life situations to teach wisdom. Show the practical side of God’s Word 

and how it applies to life situations. 
  
Grace-based influence means being there to encourage kids 

• The religious leaders of Jesus’ day were discouraging to people. See Mt. 23. 
• Kids need to be encouraged. They need to know we are on their side. Even if they 

are not at the top of the class, or some musical genius, or star athlete, they need to 
be encouraged. Kids matter and they need to hear it from us. 

• Eph. 4:29 reminds us to speak words of encouragement. Tell them they have gifts 
and abilities God has given them. They are not losers. They need to hear that we 
love and care about them as they deal with the stages of life. 

  
Grace-based influence means allowing kids to be who God has made them to be 

• Pro. 22:6 reminds us that we need to help them discover their “bent.” What do they 
like? What gifts and talents do they have? 

• God has wired each kid differently. Help them discover what they enjoy and 
encourage them in that and help them develop their personality, helping to chip 
away the parts that need work. 

• Practical: Help kids develop those areas of interest, talents, and gifts that they 
already have. Be their biggest fans. 

  
Grace-based influence means giving kids the right to be honest 

• Kids need to be able to express their thoughts and feelings. 
• We need to be calm as we listen. Eph. 6:4 and Pro. 15:1 are good reminders for us 

on our role. 



 

• Eph. 4:26 tells us not to let the sun go down on our anger. Kids need to be able to 
express themselves without judgment. 

• Practical: Make kids feel like they matter and what they may be struggling with is 
important. Make time to allow them to talk. 

  

  
 We have an opportunity to invest in the lives of future 

generations. Model Christ to them and teach them truth. 


