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Getting Our Bearings: 

 Idolatry is not something we commonly think of today. We don’t worship statues, etc.  

 The concept of idolatry, though, is real and can be a problem for anyone. An idol is anything that we put first 

place in our lives above God. It can be a job, hobby, people, a sin, etc. 

 This does not mean we cannot enjoy hobbies, sports, etc. We are talking about replacing God at the center of our 

lives with  

anything else. That is the key. Is God being pushed away as Lord. 

 In Mt. 6:24 and Lk. 16:13 Jesus said we cannot serve two masters. 

 1 Cor. 6:9-10 says a person who has an idolatrous lifestyle will not enter the kingdom of God. 1 Jn. 5:21 tells us 

to keep ourselves from idols. 

 Col. 3:5 says a greedy person is an idolater. See also Gal. 5:20. Greed is something we must guard against (Rom. 

1:29; 1 Thess. 2:5; 2 Peter 2:3). 

  

How To Put God First - Guarding Against Personal Idols 

Keep in mind what God has done for us 

 Two words we need to note in Deut. 4:15. The first word is “watch”, which means “keep”, “guard” or “beware.” 

We must choose to keep God from getting pushed out of the way. 

 The second word makes up the phrase “very carefully.” We must have the same concern to guard ourselves as 

Moses did for the children of Israel. We must not elevate anything above God. 

 In Deut. 4:20 Moses refers to Egypt, where the Israelites had been for so many years, as an “iron furnace.” God 

had brought Israel out of a difficult situation. God alone had done that. For us, to bring us into a relationship 

with God, it cost Jesus His life. 

 In 2 Tim. 4:10 we read of a man named Demas who had been a faithful worker with Paul but had chosen to 

abandon those around him and pursue other things in his life. 

 We must remind ourselves of a few things: (1) God’s love for us and what it cost Him to bring us into His kingdom; 

(2) We can be thankful that we can live by grace and that God cares for us; (3) God wants us to enjoy life as it was 

meant to be, walking with Him daily and allowing Him to make us more like Jesus. 

 

Guard against misrepresenting what God says in His Word 

  

 If I twist the Scriptures I can justify many things. A look at Genesis 3 and the garden of Eden shows how that can 

happen. 

 Right understanding of the Bible is crucial. It guards against us misrepresenting or misinterpreting the Scriptures. 

 There is a thought that this may have happened with Moses, but I am not sure I agree with it. He says that God 

was angry with Him in Deut. 4:21; Deut. 1:37 and Deut. 3:23-26, that when compared to the actual event 



 

found in Num. 20:7-12, God being angry at him is not seen. He, though, could simply have been speaking to 

the fact that in Num. 20 he had disobeyed God. 

 If we are not careful in understanding God’s Word, we may think some things are alright when they are not. God’s 

Word gives us the guidance we need for being the person we are to be. 

 Point: Study, read, and understand the context of the Bible. Be careful to not read into the Bible and check our 

interpretation.  

  

Keep in mind Who God is and what He is like 

 In Deut. 4:32-40 Moses reminds the people of Who God is and what He has done for them. He speaks of God’s 

power. He notes God’s love, His concern for the people and His control over all. 

 It is important to remember the character of God. Meditate on His attributes and what the Bible says about Him. 

This can help guard against things replacing God. See Jam. 1:17. 

 Point: All we do is to glorify God. This can be a filter for us to use. Is God in the center or on the edge of our lives?  

  

Work continually on our commitment to God 

 Deut. 6:1-3 there is a reminder to obey what God says. Four things are seen in Deut. 6 that we can apply to our 

lives. 

 One, God cares for us. He does what no one else can do (vs. 4). 

 Two, focus on loving God with all our heart, soul, and strength (vs. 5). We have to want to do this. 

 Three, we have to be committed to obeying what God says in His Word (vs. 6). Apply it to life situations. 

 Four, teach our families how to live for God (vss. 7-9). Teach life principles from the Bible to our families. 

 

 

  

  

  

  

  

 

Jesus is Lord of our lives. We must guard from allowing 

anything to replace Him as the center of our lives. 


