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Getting Our Bearings: 

 We have all met them. Gripers, complainers. No matter what is going on in their life or in the world around 

them, they gripe. 

 There is a “complaining” that can be beneficial, if we can say that.  

 Today we are talking about negative complaining. 

 In Ex. 14-15 there are a couple of things to keep in mind. One, because of what God has done for them, the 

people are happy. Two, we see that they begin to gripe when things get out of hand. 

  

** Five things to note about gripers and complainers: 

  

 Point #1 - They look for others to fix their situation (Ex. 15:22-27; Ex. 16). They think others should bail them 

out. They do not take  

initiative to do anything to help.  

 Point #2 - They live in the past or in the “what if’s” or “if only”  

(Ex. 16:1-4). We can learn from the past and honor it, but some live it, or in the “if only this had happened” in 

their lives. Israel  

hated Egypt. 

 Point #3 - They have a lack of trust in God. When we gripe about life, we are saying God is not in control, that He 

does not love us nor does He care about us. Mt. 6:33 is a promise for us.  

 Point #4 - They are very self-centered. It is about their comfort or what they want regarding church, work, or life 

in general. 

 Point #5 - They love to try to focus on others as the problem  

(Ex. 16:7-8). These types of people focus on other people and will blame them for their situation. 

  

How To Deal With Complainers 

Go to God immediately 

 Throughout his leading the children of Israel through their journey in the wilderness, Moses would go to God 

often (see Num. 11). 

 When we go to God and seek Him, we are more than likely not to say something to the complainer that we 

should not say. Tell God what we feel, what we’re dealing with. See Num. 11:10-17. 

 When we go to God, we learn to trust Him in the situation. 

 Moses was aggravated (Num. 11:10-15). We need to go to God as Moses did, to sort things out and to seek 

how to handle things.

 Point: Go to God first, not to others, about the situation.

  



 

Pray for the complainers 

 In Num. 12, Aaron and Miriam complain about Moses’ wife. This was a “smokescreen.” The fact was, they were 

jealous of Moses. 

 Complainers skirt the issues so as not to have to deal with things. Have you had anyone complain about 

something, but it was  

nothing more than a way around the real issue? 

 In Num. 12:4-10 God confronts Aaron and Miriam. Moses prays for Miriam in Num. 12:13. She was punished 

with leprosy. 

 Point: When struggling with someone, pray for them. Ask God to work in their life, to convict them, and to bless 

them. 

  

Be discerning in responding 

 In Num. 12 Moses did not defend himself. If God’s work is under attack and someone’s credibility is being 

judged, step in.  

 Jesus did not defend Himself (1 Peter 2:21-23). He left things in the hands of the Father. 

 Read Num. 13-14 to read about the 12 spies sent into the land. 

 Point: There is no set rules on when to comment and when not to. At times silence is golden. We have to 

discern when to speak. 

  

When dealing with complainers, focus on God and His Word 

 Note Num. 16. The following points come from this chapter. 

 One, if we have acted right and have nothing to hide, stand our ground. In Num. 16:5 Moses says God will make 

things known.  

 Two, if necessary, point out sinful behavior. Jesus called out the Pharisees (Mt. 23). Paul challenged the church 

at Corinth (1 Cor. 5). John mentions Diotrephes (3 John 9-11). In Num. 16 we read of Moses confronting 

Korah and his allies. 

 Three, point to God. If our conscience is clean we can honestly say that our goal has been to bring honor and 

glory to God. In Num. 16:28-34 Moses states that he was obeying God. 

 Four, as a reminder, remember to pray for the complainers. In Num. 16:41-50 Moses has to deal with people 

out to get Aaron and himself and Moses prays for the people. 

 


