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Getting Our Bearings: 

 We have all probably been in a situation of doing the right thing only to have people get irritated or 

unappreciative. 

 Moses has spent forty years in the desert. He now is returning to Egypt to carry out what God wants him to do. 

 In Ex. 3:16-22 and Ex. 4:21-23 God tells Moses what he is to do and what the response will be from the Israelites 

and Pharaoh. 

 In Ex. 4:29-31 Moses and Aaron come to the elders of Israel and share God’s message that He has heard their 

cries. The people are convinced and believe that God is concerned for them. 

  

Doing The Right Thing 

Be aware that people might react differently than we hoped they would. 

 We do not allow this possibility to control us, it is just making a mental note that things don’t always go as we 

would like, or that people may react differently than anticipated. 

 God had warned Moses that Pharaoh would reject his request. 

 There is some debate over who the Pharaoh was at this time. We know that Egypt was a “propaganda machine” 

as one writer put it. If the Pharaoh was Amenhotep II, he was arrogant. Pharaohs saw themselves as gods. He 

was not going to give in to Moses.  

 Moses’ request in Ex. 5:1 is not unusual. Different people would hold festivals to their particular gods. 

 Pharaoh may have thought that the God of Israel was weak since the Hebrews were still his slaves. He was not 

going to listen to what Moses said. 

 Practical: Do the right thing no matter what. Some may oppose us, but some will appreciate what we did. 

  

Stay encouraged. 

 Pharaoh responds to Moses in Ex. 5:2-13. Despite the opposition from Pharaoh, Moses and Aaron are persistent 

(Ex. 5:3). 

 Pharaoh makes things harder on the Israelites (Ex. 5:6-14). 

 To Moses and Aaron it may seem that things are unraveling. The Israelite foremen go to Pharaoh to complain to 

him about the working conditions (Ex. 5:15-19). 

  

  In Ex. 5:20 Moses and Aaron are waiting for the Hebrew foremen to come out of their meeting with Pharaoh and 

when they do they confront Moses and are upset with him (Ex. 5:20). 

 The foremen hope that God punishes Moses (Ex. 5:21) because now the Jewish people are even more hated by 

the Egyptians. 

  



 

** Four things to keep  in mind when doing the right thing: 

  

1) Choose to not let “reaction storms” change our course. 

 Moses is under fire. People may say things to us that could get us off course. We must choose to stay the course, 

knowing we are doing the right thing. This is where faith comes in. 

  

2) Go to God and be open with Him. 

 In Ex. 5:22-23 Moses is being honest before the Lord. 

 Though God knows what is going on, we can go to Him and share our thoughts and questions when things seem 

to not be going as well as we thought they would. 

 Don’t blame others as the Jews did (Ex. 5:21). They put it all on Moses for their situation. Moses did the right 

thing and went to the Lord. Turn to God when attacked. See Rom 12:17-21. 

  

3) Remember the promises of God. 

 We know that even when doing the right thing, tough times may come. Jam. 1:2-4 tells us of trials, but we can 

learn from them. 

 Though God told Moses Pharaoh would reject his words (Ex. 3), he may have been hit with fear. 

 When we do right, remember the promises of God. He will never leave us (Rom. 8:31-39). He hears our prayers 

when we pray in line with His will (1 Jn. 5:13-15). He promises peace (Phil. 4:6-7). 

  

4) Do what we can and let God do the rest. 

 Do what God wants us to do. We must have faith in Him that He is in control no matter what happens. 

 In Ex. 6:1-13 Moses learns a valuable lesson about God being in control. God gives instructions to Moses on Who 

He is and what Moses is to do. 

 In Ex. 7-12 God will use the ten plagues to free Israel. Do not back down, do not compromise. Keep doing the 

right thing. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

   

  

  

   

  

  

  



 

  

  

  

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 


