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Things to think about: 

 The teaching on spiritual gifts is found in Rom. 12; 1 Cor. 12-14; Eph. 4; 1 Peter 4. 

 The phrase “spiritual gifts” in 1 Cor. 12:1 comes from a word that means “being derived from God.” It has been 

defined as speaking of spiritual gifts that come from the Holy Spirit. 

 In 1 Cor. 12:4 the word for “gifts” means “a gift of grace” and means gifts or the power given to us to serve by 

the Holy Spirit. 

 There are different viewpoints on how many gifts are available for today. Our survey has 16 gifts listed. 

 Three things to keep in mind as we study this topic. One, gifts are different than talents. Two, when it comes to 

serving we need to ask the question, “What do I enjoy doing?” Three, some churches have what seems to a 

“heavier” gift area. 

What The Bible Says About Spiritual Gifts 

There are different gifts 

 1 Cor. 12:4 has the word “varieties.”  

 Every Christian has at least one or two main gifts. 

 Some believe that God gives us different gifts for certain situations and ministry opportunities. 

  

The Holy Spirit gives the gifts to whomever He chooses 

 1 Cor. 12:4 and 1 Cor. 12:11 state this. In vs. 11 we read that the Spirit “apportions” (distributes) to each person 

as He chooses. 

 The Bible does not tell us what criteria the Holy Spirit uses in the giving of the gifts. He knows us, our heart, and 

how we are wired but we do not know what He uses in choosing what gifts we get. 

 Since God gives the gifts, no gift is more important than another. We have different roles to play in the church. I 

have met people who were unhappy with their gifts. Be content. God knows what He is doing when He gives 

the gifts. 

 1 Cor. 12:18 tells us we are all vital in making the body healthy. 

 The gifts are given to help others 

  

 1 Cor. 12:7 tells us the gifts are given for the “common good”, to “help” or “profit” the church. They are for the benefit 

of God’s work in the world. 

 These gifts are used to build others up and help the church fulfill the “Great Commission.” Gifts can also be used outside 

of the church when the opportunity arises. 

  

We are all necessary for God to use in fulfilling His mission 



 

  

 We have noted this but we must remember that we are all part of the body of Christ, yet we are also individuals. We 

are necessary (1 Cor. 12:12-14; 1 Cor. 12:27). 

 Paul uses the analogy of the human body in describing the church and this area of spiritual gifts (1 Cor. 12:14-21). 

  

We are to manage our gifts well 

  

 1 Peter 4:10-11 tells us that we are be “good stewards” of the gifts God gives us. 

 We are to manage our gifts so that we can be used by God and when we serve we do so for His glory (1 Peter 4:11). 

  

** The analogy of the human body in 1 Cor. 12 is important. God wants as many of His followers as possible using their 

gifts to build up the church and fulfill His mission on earth. 

  

** 1 Cor. 14:26-40 speaks of some gifts being used in worship but not all gifts are noted. There has to be an outlet for 

serving for all. God has gifted us to serve and we need to do it. 

  

Four closing observations: 

  

(1) Discover our gifts. Take a survey. Combine that with what we    enjoy.  

  

(2) Remember everyone is important. James 2 reminds us that we are to not show favoritism. We all matter. 

  

(3) Get involved. Find a ministry, start one. Work on finding our niche. 

  

(4) Talk to the ministry coordinator. They can help get you connected. 

  

 

 

Everyone matters. No spiritual gift is more important than 

another. Discover our gifts and serve where God leads. 


