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Things to think about: 

 Church is a team sport. Everyone who is a follower of Christ is on this team and each individual is important. We 

all have different roles, gifts, and abilities that help the team work. 

 There are different thoughts on discipleship. Some see it as taking in knowledge, the goal being spiritual growth 

and life change. It is knowledge, then, that determines discipleship in this view. 

 Bible studies are important as is interaction with other Christians. Life change is important but discipleship is 

more than that. The goal is to help people grow to where they can disciple other people. We must be 

relational and intentional. We all grow differently.  

 We gather to grow, and we grow to go and serve, investing in lives. 

 Discipleship can be seen this way: It is people who have influence in the life of someone else. 

The Basics Of Discipleship 

Discipleship is modeling Jesus 

 The point of the Christian life is to be like Jesus in all ways, in what we say and do. 

 In Mt. 4:19 Jesus calls Andrew and Peter (Simon) to follow Him. They had spent time with Jesus already (Jn. 1:35-

42). 

  

** Three points in following and modeling Jesus: 

  

(1) Following Christ means learning and living as He wants us to. 

  

 We learn God’s truth and we live it. We submit to His Lordship.  

 The word “follow” has the meaning of joining one’s group, being a follower of someone. The focus of Andrew 

and Peter up to this point was fishing. Their thinking is challenged. Discipleship is living a life fully centered on 

Christ. 

 Practical: Does God have all of us? Are there things that we do not want to give over to Him that we know we 

should? To be the type of disciple God wants us to be, He must have all of us. Deal with things today and 

continually do so. The goal is to grow to be like Jesus. 

(2) Jesus wants to change and mature us. 

  

 The word “make” in Mt. 4:19 means “to prepare.” Jesus is going to make them fit for what He was asking the 

disciples to do. He would bring about this effect...if they were willing. 

 Jesus would invest in them. He would teach them and free them to serve. He allowed them to see His life. He 

wept (Jn. 11:35). He showed righteous anger (Mk. 3:5). 

 Practical: We must spend time in Bible study, prayer, interaction with others, serving. This is part of the process 



 

of being changed. Discipleship has intentionality to it.  

  

(3) We will be committed to the mission of Christ. 

  

 A disciple desires to be a “fisher of men” (Mt. 4:19). Love, serve, share the Gospel, invest in lives. The mission of 

Jesus is to bring people into the kingdom and they in turn go out and bring others in and help in the discipleship 

process. 

 Practical: Where do we start being “on mission with God.” Talk to a neighbor. Be kind to all. Be involved church 

ministry community events. The opportunities are there. 

  

There is an investment in discipleship - helping others grow 

  

 There is a learning environment for helping people grow. Jesus invested in His disciples. Note the following four 

points. 

 One, no matter who a person is, we must teach the Scriptures. Everyone has a worldview. The goal is to help 

people develop a Biblical worldview. See Ps. 119:1-5; 9; 11; 27; 48; 97; 165; Jn. 17:17. Our view on life needs 

to be shaped by Scripture. 

 Two, we must invest our lives in others. Talking around a table, intentional Bible studies, etc., all are part of 

helping others grow. 

 Three, transparency is vital. We mentioned already about Jesus. We must be authentic. People must see how 

we manage life. 

 Four, we are accountable to each other. Heb. 10:24-25 tells us to “stir” (sharpen, incite - in a good sense) up 

one another to love each other and to do good works and reflect Christ to others. See also Heb. 3:12-13. 

 J. Dwight Pentecost noted the following: (1) Christ required the true disciple to deny themselves; (2) A disciple 

must take up their cross and accept God’s leading; (3) They will follow Christ: no   looking back. 

  

 

 

 

Discipleship is a lifelong process. We must help each other 

to become what Christ desires for us to be 


